Sermon-{5 in s series on The Lpistle of First Peter

CHAPTER FIVE CF FIRST PETER

e

I. THERE ARE FOUR BASIC PREMISES TN CHAPTER FT
D e Vol

A. First, ﬁejieg gizei E}_ogeﬁlygriagt_ﬁgﬁca Jo The Blder Er\;_TgeiebPﬁoxig_cia_‘ hurches

1. Verses 1-L "So, then as your fellow-elder, and & witness of the
sutferings of Christ, as a sharer in the glory which is going to be
revealed, T urge the elders who are among you, shepherd the flock
of God which 1s in your charrs, nol because you are coerced into
doing so, but of your own free-will 2s God would hsve you to do,
not to make s shameful profit out of it, but with enthusiessm, not =s
if you aimed to bs petty tyrants over those allotted to your cars,
but s being under the cbligetion to be examples to the flock; and,
when +the Chief Shepherd appears, vou will receive the unfsding
crown of glory.® (Barclay)

"Wow may I who am myself an elder say & word to you my fellow elders?
I speak as ome who actually say Christ suffer, and as cne who will
shere with you the glories that sre to be unfolded to us. I urge you
then to see that your “flock of God" is properly fed snd cared for.
Acecept the resporsibility of looking after them willingly snd not
because you can't get out of it, doing your w.rk mot for whet you can
make, but because your are relly concernéd for their well-being. You
should aim not at being "little tin gods™ but 28 examples of Christian
living in the eyes of the flock committed to your charze. And then,
when the Chief Shepherd reveals Himself, you will receive thet crown
of glory which caunot fade." (FPhillips

L
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ced the [lock of God which is among you, bYaking the oversight thereof,
not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucrs, but of a ready
mind; Weifher s bging lords over God's heritsege, but bging ensambles

o the flock. And when the chisf “hepherd shz1ll arypear, ye shall receive
erown of glory that fzdeth zot awey.Y {KJIV)
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€. Zew FPessages Shog More,Clearly,The Ignortgmge Of The Bldezship In The Church.

(a} It Is Noteworthy To Look At The Background And History Of The Eldershio.

a. The Jews traced the beginuning of the eldership to the
days hen the children of Israsl were journeying
through the wilderness to the Fromised Lend. There
ceme & tlme when MMoses felt the buruens of leadership
Yo heavy for him to besr by himself slone, and to
help him seventy elders were set apart and granted a
ahare of the spirit of God {Wum. 11:16—50,. Thereafter
the eldery became = permsnent feature of Jewish life.
We find the elders as the friends of the prophets (2 Xg.6:3
as the advisers of kings; as the collsagues of the
princes (EBzra 16:8). Bvery viilege and city had its
elders; they met at the gate of the village or ¢ity
and dispensed justice to the people (Deut. 25:7). The
elders were the administretors of the synacogue; bhey
did not preasch, but they (saw to the good government
and the order of the synagogue, and they exercised
discipline over its members. The elders formed a larpe
section of the Bmnbedrin, the supreme court of the Jews,
and they ars regulsrly mentioned slong with the Chisf
Priests snd the rulers and the Scribes and the Pharisees
{Mztthew 16:215 21:%3; 26:3,57; 27:1,%: Ruke T:3%; Acts
4:5; 6:11; 24:1Y. In the vision of the Revelation in
the hesvenly places that there are twenty-four elders
around the throne. It is clear thst the eldsrs are woven
into the vory structure of JudaiSE, both in its civil and
its relipious affairs.
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2. The Eldershin Hed 4 Gresk Backeround.

(2) Bspecially in Bevptisn communitics we find that
elders =zre the leaders of The conmunity and they
are responsibile for the conduct of rublic affgars,
much 28 town councillors are today responsibled for
the affddrs of the commumitys..v.ln Asia dinor, also
the members of councils snd corporations were called
elders. Bven in the relizious commmitics of’ the pagan
world we f£ind "eldsr priests™ mentionsd who wers
responsible for diseipline.

We can see thet long before Uhristianity teok over
the tltls the title of elder was a title of honour
both in the Yewish end in the Grececo-Roman world.

3. In the New Testement Church The Eldershin Is A Well-Bstahlishag
Cunction.

{2} fcts 1!:2§ On the First Missiomary Journey Paul ordainsd
elders in every church.
(v) Titwe 1:5 = Titus wes left in Crete to a-point eliders
in evsry oity.
(c) Acts 11:§O Money from the chureh at Antioch to Jerusalem
to relééve the poor saints wes to the elders.
(d) sots 12:2 The apostles snd elders weare working in close
relationship a2t Jerusslem.
(e} Acts 21:18-20 Blders -t Jerusalem suggestsd to Paul some
course he should follow in placating some of
the Jews =% Jerusslsm.
() Achs 20:28-  Paul hes = moving experience with the Elders
who had come over to Miletus from Ephesus.
(g) James 5:1l. Elders were to be called for & o pray and to
minister to the sick.
317 Worthy of double honour - or double pay.
No doubt, the slders were pald for their work
in Few Testaument times.

1. This pasgase teaches thate

{2y That elders were to feced the Plock.

by That they were to feed the flook which hed

" be allotted {ton kleron) "™the cherpe allotted

® - Sobertsom. This is the word we get cut

to vou
English word elergy from and Peter applies it to
the congrepation and not Lo = few officials

The were to toke the oversight - superintendence
of it.

This was o be done willingly and not as =
result of coercion.

The elders were to be examples of the flock in
Godly living and %o lezd them by such and not

as being Lords or rulers.

When Christ the chief shepherd appeared they
would receive = crown of glory which would not
fade avay.
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B Seeordly, Zeter Admopighes,The Brefhren Lo Pragticg Fumjlity

1. Yerses 5-7 "In the seydgay, you younger psople must be submissive to
these who 2rs older. In your réletionships with ons =2nother yom must
clothe yourselves with the garment of humility, because God opposes the
proud, but gives grace to the humble. 3¢ then, humble yourselves under
the mighty hand of God, *het thaet in His good time He may exalb you.
Cast all your anglety upon Him, because He cares for yous" (Barclay

a. Prov. 3:3L "Cod opposes the proud, but gives grace 1o th%humble.“

2. Peter Affirms The{The Denial Of Self Must Be The Mark Of The Christian.

z. Peter tells his psopls thet they must clothe themselves with s garment
of humility. The word he uses for Mto Glothe one.cli™ 18 & very
unusval word; it is the word egkombousthai; this word is derived
from the word kombos wh'ch describss snything ties on with a lknot;

and connscted with it thers is the word eskomboms. An e kcimboma
wes & garment tied on with a knot. It we§ commonly used Torv protective
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clothing; it was used for a pair of sleeves drawn over the slesves

of a robe 2nd tied behind the neck. And it was used for a slavels
apron. There wes & time when Jesus had put upon ﬂlm‘elf just such an
apron. - At the Isst Supper John says of Jesus thet He took & towel and
girded Himself, snd that He took water and began to wash His disciples?
feet (John 13=h—5) Jesus pgirded Bimself with the apron of humility;
and so must His followers.

It so barpens thet this word gkembousthﬂ is used of another kind
of garment. It is also used of putting on a long, flowing stole-like
rmEUt which was the sign of h nour and pre-eminence .

S0, to complete the picture, we must put Soth pictures together,

Jesus once put on the sleve's spron snd undertcok the humblost of

all duties, the duty of washing His disciples's feet; so we too must
put on the apron of humility in the service of Christ and of our
fellow-men; but that very spron of hum’lity will beccme the garment

of honour for us, for it is he who is thé@ervant of all who is pgrestest
in the Kingdom of Hesven.

b
O- IBirgly. Beker Admogishgs.These farly Cirisg'To Constantly Eesigt The Devil.

1. Jerses 80 "Be sober; be watchful. Your sdversary the devil prowls
sround like s rosring lion, sceking someone to devour. Stand up to him,
staunch in the faith, 4ﬂow1ng how to pay the some tax of suffering =z
your brethren in the world." (Barclay

"Be sober, be vigilant; because your sdversery the devil, as e rosring
lion, walketh zbout, seeking whom he msy devour: Whom resist stedfsst
in the faith, knowing thit the same afflistions are t.complished in
your brethren thet ere in the world." (KJV)

2« In This Admonition Peter Must Have Remembered Two Things:

a. He Must Heve Rememoered Thet In Stead Of Being Vlngant An _the
Eﬁrdfﬁ.gﬁ.E%ﬁhSQQ%E?_%E%E,Ee had ggn@ to slse t dentt easy " bo

be constently on the puard - sober -nd 1 WahCqul.

b. He ifust Havs Remembered That Be Hzd Permitted Saten To Overcome
Him as he {164 7MW TN% rest of the apostles and ss he_ denled _1;115
Lord three timss. -

{1) B could surely give thess Bhristians undergoing trials in
their lives how sasy it is #0 be owercome by the Devil.

3. Peter Suggests To Them That The Brethren In Uther Parts of the Empire
Were Suffering Also And They Should Remein Constant.

De Finallx fet T gplrts Qgt To Thgp.Tnat He Is Senalqa Thls Letter Exhsilvanus
Prom Dabwlon and bend hlS Kq&ards.

1. Verses 10—¥ "And efter you hive borne these sufferings e little while,
God Himself (from Whom we receive 311 srrce and sho hes called vou to
share His Eternal Splendor through Chi-ist) will make you whole and secure
and shrong. A1l pover 1s His for ever and ever, Amen.' I am sending
this short letter by Silvanus, whom I know to be a faithful brothsr, to
stimulate your faith and assure you that the above words represent the
true grace of God. See that you stand fast in thes greces Your sister-
church here in "Be bylon" sends y.ur greetings, snd so does my som Mark.
Give one snother = henddheke 2ll round os & si- m of love. Pesce be to
2ll true Christisns.” {Phillips
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2 “_:e Savg Fhot ho hes written throu gh 81 ] The Greek phrase
Gia Silovancy m ans thet o blchhUb Wies Lis apent and instrument in
writing. Silvenus is the full for:: of the name Silas, snd he is
almost'c@rkain]y to b identifijed with the Silvanus of Paul's letters
and the 8ilas of the stury of Acts. When we gather up the references
to Silas or Silvirus we find thst he was indeed cne of the lesders
and piilars of the e=rly Church.

"ilong with Judvs Barsebas, Silvenus was sent to Antioch with the
q)uo epoch-making decision of the Council of Jerusalem that “he doors of
church were to be opered to the Gentiles:; and in the zccount of that

33

mission 3ilvanus end Judes sre called chief men = aong the brethren
(Acts 1;:22,27) Hot only did he bring the message simply as the
besrer of it, but he commended it in powerful words for Silvanus wes
alse = prophet {(Lebs 15:32). During the first missionsry journey Mark
hed left Paul snd Barmabas ond hed roturnsd home from Pamphvlia (Aots 12:13
in preparing Tor the second missionary jou“nvy Paul hid refused to have
him again: the result wes that Barnabas hod taken Murk es
VLS companion, end thet Paul had taken Silvanus (Acts 15:37- LGYe From
that time forwerd Zilvanus was for lons Paul's righb-hand men. He
weg with Paul in Philippi, and there he was arrested an isoned with
Poul (Acts 16:19,25, 29) H@ rejoined Paul in Cor 3 ~ith him
presched the gospsl there (Acts 18:5; 2 Corinthisns 1:19). 8o closely
wag he zssocisoted with Paul that in toth leiters 4o +the Thessaloniens
he is joined with Peul snd Timothy -s the senders of +the lstters
{I Thessaler :
| B B8 1. 0

n: 1:l). It ig clesr thed Silvenus
+ (Barcanay

A5 we have seen in the int-oduct on, 1L is most probable that 3ilvanvs
wog Tar wmors thon meraly the irote this letter for Peter

end the heorer who delivered the difficulfiss of T P;tcr

5 the excellence of th: & eck ith such a clessical tinpe
oL Th scoms impossivle TimT Calileon ©iabormir BROGTT Tove
written 1t for himself. Now S was not o ]V g man of weI_EI;EETthm
Church; hes wis tets L0:3 and he would L€ muen .
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betler educt ted thar ﬁvt-‘ TS, sogt proba: ly Silvenus bhsd e share in ﬂff
the WF*%ing of ither g his letler to Silvanus #“3

into or slse he told Silvarnus what he wished tﬁ
Tt s end then added “hese last three verses 4(
orsonal -
N7yt

do"Lquut e
content
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in the backpround so long gor
wWes cenough thet he was tie ass Faul
vershadored him., F i aRbE: it':. penmey
ven i it meant only a ¢ menticn = 2 en
“» But for =11 somevhing tu oro down Lo Lory
11 hsnchwen on whom both Péter ancient
) mes we need Silvenus in the connot
be a Peber or & Paul caxn still he s faithf om Peter

end Poul could rot ha

G

3. "8he who is =t Babvlon 4 who hes keer choser =23 you have been cho sen,
- :

rreets you, and =o does Mark -y son.
’ i

(&) drem hhich Bebulon dlag Thisg Epistle U

(1) Babylon In &sypt. It was nesr
by babylopian refurees from fLas
neme of their sncestral city.

lusively a grszt mi

of Petor is mever cow

may be disregsrded.

it hed been founded
; called by the
time it was almost
sventv the peme

(2) Balylon Cn Tre Buch

rates Hiver In The Bast. To this Babylom

the Jews hzd been telen in copbiv - =2y had never come tack.
It wes indeed 2 centre of Jewish scholarskip. The grest commentery
on the Jewish v is called the Pabvlonisn Talmud. So important
were the Jews of Babylon th Josephus had 1ssued a special
ed’tion of his histories for them. Thsre is no doubt thet there
wes o lerge and important colony of Jews there; and it would

heve bsen quite metural for Potor, the apostle ol Lhe Jews,

to presch and to uor” 2 But wc do not fi
Peter cver comnscted

tradition of him ever

name of
r trace nor




(33 Rome fes Celled Bebvion Both B The Jews And The Christiens
i tedly the case in the uevela ion where Bz zby lon
rlot, drunk with the ] d The srinte and

wrtyrs (Revelation 17 and 18). The distinctiveness, the
Godtﬁasness, the lust snd luxury of ancient Ezbulon - ere,
so to speak, reincs natra in “ome, Now Peter is dcflnltoly
connected in traditi Roms e 51 hood is that

it w8 ffom.th e vhe letter

(B) Tho Is The Mark Of This Pagsare?

YTradition has always close comnected Peter and Kark, and has
al ays ‘anded down the story thet Peter wes intimately

connecied with Morlkts pospel. Fa , Whe lived towards +the

end of the second century, and ves a grezt collector

early tred describes iAMk's gosrel in this way:

ark, who € invorpreter, wrote down soeursiely thouyh
not in order, =1 hat he TﬁGCIlECaCd of whe+ Christ had

sald or done. For he wes not = hosrer of ths Lord or &

wer of His; he followe@ Feter, =8 I heve said, at

¢r date, and Petor edapted his imstructions to prectical
nreds wiikcut any avtempt to give the Lord's words syst et 1cally.
3 : s not wrong in writing dewn some things in

way emory, for his one conesrn wes neithes to

omit nor to falsily anything he hed heardt

: Jquk, he
pretasr of ?eler, also heuded down to us in
wribing what hnd been presched by Peter.® It is the

consistent story of traditicn thet Merk was indeed. son to
Poter, and all the likehoood is That these gre tinps are from
bim. But 1t ds more 3ikely tc be Mork, the writer of the

4

gsospel, who was to Peter es a scu.




