§ﬁ;@g§ %L In the series on the Epistles of Peter

gacgg;oggd of ths Egjstle:

%n the New Testament little is said sboub the relation betwsen Christianity
and the Romen govermment. The few political refsrences in the Gospels deal with
the loeal rule of the Herods rather then with the impsrial system, with the exception
of Jesus! famous utterance: "...Render thsrefore usto Cassar the things that sre
Caesar's, snduunto God the things that are @od's." (Watt. 22:21). Acts invarisbly
represents the contzcts between Christianity s nd the Romen officisls in a favorable
light, but it gives the impression that those contacts were few. The epistles of Paul
do not discuss political thesry end merely enjoin the Shristisns 4o be subjeet to
the powers that be, becsuse they are ordained of God. (Rom. 13:1-6).

This comparative silence concerning peliticel sélations which under & totalitarisn
government could hardly hove been unimportant may be explained in several WEYS «
Lirst, Christianity was primarily spiritual, not political. "My kingdom is not of
this world] said Jesus to Pilate: "if my kingdom were of this world, then would my
servants Fight...." {John 18:36)

The application of the principles which Jesus taught hed political consequences,
but neither He nor the apostles were revolutionists or agitators. Again, as hag
heen observed, Christianity grew up within Judaism, which was a religio licita, a
cult permitted end protected by the state. Rome's policy was tolerance wherever
religious obsarvances did not eonfliot with the state's claims. As long as the
Christians created no disturbance, they were simply ignored.

The Christisns who did come into comitact with Rome in the earlier part of the
first century left 2 favorable impression upon the Roman authorities. Paul stood on
his rights as a citizen on at least two occasions and demanded recognition for them
{dcts 16-36-39, 22:2L-29) but he could also say that he had never been guilty of
subversive activitiss or of raising insurrection (24:12). The church had followed a
policy of peaceful penetration of society with the message of Christ.

Toward the close of the sixth decade the situation began ‘o change. The
Christians had separated from Judaism end were recognized as a different groupe Their
firm adherence Lo belief in an invisible God and in a risen Christ excited the
suspicion and the contempt of the publie, while their talk of a coming Jjudgment and
overthrow of the existing world created misunderstanding snd hatred. The reaction
against them in Rome under Naro was the product of this popular dislike, activated
by Fero's spiteful accusations. The close of the Pastoral ®pistles shows that
Paul's death marked a turn in the policy of the government from casual tolerance
to hostile criticism.

"When the churches began to realize this change in attitude, they became
apprehensive of whet misht befall them. They covld nut orgenize resistance, for by so
do’ng they would violate their own principle of peaceful obedience to the governmment,
and would only giie ocscasion for fubther charges against them, Jere they faced with
extincetion? What would be the ocutcome? Would the brutalities of Hero be duplicated
in the provinees? They lcoked to their leaders to answer their questions for them.

bgler was written in reply to this situation as it affected the churches of
porthern Asia Winor in the provinces of Ponbus, Ualstis, Coppadocis, AS iy and Bithymie.
Iwo of these provinces, Poplus, and Ceppadocia are not mentioned in Acts among those
svanrelized by Paul; Bithynia he attempbed to resch, but wes forbidden to do so
(Acts 16:7). Galatia and 4sia he did evangelize, but the way im which these provinces
are listed gives the impression that Peter wass addressing only those Christisns living
in the northern ssctions

The origin and cons®ituency of these churches are not well known. ken from
Ceppadocis and Ponfus were present on theday of Pentscost (Acts 2:9) and may have
returned to their homes with the news of the coming of the Messish and of the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit. It is possible that Peter had preached in these regions,
for he had worked with the church at fntioch (Gal. 2:11), and had traveled in the
Mediterranean world while Paul was presching during the European cavpaign (I Cor.(5).
While there is no statement on record that Peter foumded or even visited these churches
there is nothing to preclude his doing so.
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AUTHOR
= S 3m oy g5, the author is the epistle, is the best known of the apostles
of Christ (with, perheps, the exception of the Apostle Paul). Like most of his
comrades, he was a Galilean, a fisherman by trade, who was broughtto Christ early
in His ministry (John 1:1;1,h2). Simon was his given name; Peter (Rock) was a
nicknsme conferred on him by Jesus who predicted that his impulisve and vacillating
nature would bscome as stable and as relisble as & r:ck., Simon left the fishing boats
at Jesus' summons (Mark 1:16-20) and joined His company as he toured Galiles, He was
& natursl leader (10:28) and often was spokesman for the Twelve (8:29);
John 6:67-68; Matthew 19:27), Jesus placed him in the inner oircle of the discipies
(Merk 5:37, 9:2, 13:33) and gave him special at ention on several cccasions (LUke 53103
Matt., 16:17; Luke 22:31-32; John 13:6-10). He wss impulsive, vacillating, end selfish,
hasty in action end quick in rscoil. His denial of Jesus was not the result of
premediated malice hut of sudden panic, of which later he repented bitterly (latt.26:
&9-75). Hevertheless there was in his soul a deep undercurrsnt of loyalty (John 1%:
36-38; 18:10,15). He was deenly concerned ofer the disappearancs of Jesus' hody from
the tomb (20:2-6) and rejoiced to sse the risen lord (21:7,15-21).

Merrill C. Terney, New Testament Survey,vp.343f:

The Apostle Peter originally carried the ebrew name Symeon or Simon. His Greelk
name was Peter snd in Aramaic wes Cephas. His early home was in Bethsaida which
means “Home of the YigR". 155 exact locetion is not known but it lay on the west side
of the Sea of Ualilee not far from Chorazin andCapernaum. dJohn 1:lJ; "™Now Philip

was of Bethsaida theeity of Angrew and Peter.!

The name Symeon was abbreviated bo Simon. Acts 15:1L "Simeon hath declardd how
God at the first did visit the Gentiles....." TI Peter 1:1, "Simon Peter, a ssrvant,
and an spostle of Jesus Christ.....” This name was & very ¢ ommon one and eppears
grite often in the Scriptures.

I Cor. 1:12 "Now this I say, that every ome of you saith, I em of Faul; and I of
Apollos; end T of Yephas; and 1 of Christ.® I Cors. 9:5 "Have we not power to lead
about a sister, a wife 2s well as other apostles, and the brethren of thelord, and
Cephas?t I Cor. 15:5 "And that he was sesn of Cephas, then of bthe twelvs..."

B TINAT TON

"Te the strangers scattered abroad throughout Pontus, Galstia, “appadocia, Asia
< & 2 r pp H)
and Bithynie."

PURPOSE OF TR I2TTER:
e e i

"That this letter was writben in a time when persecution threatened, and when

Christisns were in danger, is abundantly clear. They are in ‘the midst of manifold
trials (1:6) They are likely to be felsely sccused as evil-doers (3:16) & fiery trial
is going to try them (L:12). When they suffer, they are to commit themselves to Cod
(L:19). They may well have to suffer for righteousnesst'! sake (3:11). They are sharing
in the afflicticns which the Christian bootherhood throughout the worid is called upon
to endure (5:9). £t the back of this letber there are flery trisl, a campsien of slander,
end suffering for the seke of Christ. Can we then identify this situstion?

Ist Peter was not written to meet some theclogieal error or heresy; it wes written
to strengthen men snd women who were in Jeopardy of their lives.

Bareley, Epistle of Ist Peter,pl7h
THE DATE: A.D, 6l

"There was a $ime when Christisn had little to fear from the Komsn govermment.
In &cts it is repestedly the Roman megistrates and Roman soldiers andofficials who
saved Paul from the fury of the Jews and of the pagans alike. A4s “ibhon had it, the
tribunal of the papan magistrete proved the most assursd refuge against the fury of
the symecopue. The reason for this was that in the eerly days the Roman go.eroment weas
not able to distinguish between Jews and Christisns. And within theempire Judaism, was
what was called = religpio iictd, a permitied religion, and the Jews had full liberty
to worship in their own way. It was not that the Jews did not try to enlighten the Homm s
to the true facts of the situvation; t-ey did so im Corinth, for example (Aets 17:12-17).
But for some time the Romans gimply regarded the Christians a Jewish seot, and, therefore
did not molest them.

"Byt then theébanggvgameAggwthe‘days,of Hero, and we cap trace 2lmost every detai
of the storv.égg_"ch July, L. | the great fire ol Lome bpoke cub. ROME Was & city
of narrow streets, and of high wooden tenements, and it was in real danger of being
wiped out. The fire burned for three days and three nichts; it was checked; and it
broke out again with redoubled violence. The Roman populace had no doubt who was rew
sponsible for it. They put the blame fairly and squarely on Wero, the Emperor, Nero
had a passion for building; snd they believed thst he had deliberately taken steps to
obliterate Rome thet he might build it againe Nero's responsibility must remein for ever
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in doubt; but is eertain that he watched the raging inferno from the towar of Maecenas,
and expressed himself as charmed with the flower and loveliness of the flames. It
wes freely said that those who tried to extinguish the fire were deliberately hindered,
and that men were seen to rekindle it again, when it was likely to subside. The people
were overwhelmed. The ancient landmarks snd the sncestral shrine were gone. The temple
of Luna, the Ara Mezima, the great sltar, the‘smple of Jupiter Stator, the shrine of
Veste, the very household geds of the Romen people were gone. The people were homeless,
dnd in, Farrar's phrese, there w:rs '4 hopeless brotherhood of wretchedness.!

The - resentment of the poeple was bitbter; Nero hsd to divert sispicion from himself;
& scoperoat had to be found. The Christians were made the scapegoat. Jacitns, the
Romen historisn, tells the story:
A e .

Neither human essistence in the shape of imperial gifts, nor atbempts
to appease the gods, could remove the sinister report thet the fire
was due to Nero's own orders. And, so, in the hope of digsipating the
rumour, he falsely divereted the charpe on to a set of people to whom
the vulgar gave the name of Chrestisns, and who were detested for the
abominations they perpetrated. The founder of the sect, one Christus
by name, hsd been executed by Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius; and
the danserous superstition, though put down for the moment, hroke ocut
again, not only in Judaea, the original home of the pest, but even in
Rome, where evorything shemeful and horribls collects and is
practised {Tacitus, Annals 15:4L

Clearly Tacitus had no doubt that the Christisns were mot Lo blame For the
fire, znd thst Weroc was simply choosing them to be scapegoats for his own crims.

en to sugeest thel they were resvon
yle enswers to Thet guestions:

poss

le The Christisus cere zlr:oady the yiotims. of certdin asspcistion hipa . and of certailn
vk Lims he

slanderg,

4L+ The Christisns were in the popular mind conmnected with the Jews.
fntisom tism 3s no nmew thins, The Jews have always besn haoteds

and 1% wzs easy for the “omsn mob to mttach any crime to thedews, snd
thereefore, to the Christians.

B

The Tord!s Supper was secret, at least in = sense. It was open only

to members of the Church. And there were certains phrases comnected with
it which were fruitful sources of pagan slanders. There were phrases
shout 8ating someons's body and drinking someone's blood. Thet was
enough for 2 rumour to arise thet the Christien were cormibals. In

time the rumour grew until it b came a story that the Christiens killed
and ate a Gentile or a newly born child. 4t the Lord's Table the
Christians gave each other the kiss of peace (I Peter 5:1). Their
meting was called the Agape, the Love Feast. That was enocugh for
stories to spread thet the Christian meetings were orgies of vice and
of unbridlied lust. It was not diffieult for slanders +to arise,

C. It was always a charge agalnst the Christians thet they "tampered with
with family reletionthips." There was this much truth in such a charge
thet Christianitylgig indeed become & sword to split families, when
some members of the family bscams Christian, andsome did not. A religion
which split homes was bound to be an unpopular religion.

D. It was indeed the truth thst the Christians did speak of a _comive.day
when the world would dissolve ip flgmes. Meny s Christian peeacher
must heve been heard preaching of the sccond coming and the fiery
dissolution of all things. It would net be difficult to put the bleme
for the fire on to people who spoke Tike that.

There was abundant materiel which could be twisted and perverted into
felse charges agrinst the Christisns by anyone mallcionsly disposed to
injure them and to vietimize them.
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2. The Jewish faith had always avpesled, especially to women, becsuse of its moral
stendards in e world where chastity did not ewist. There were, therefore, many
well-born women who had embraced the Jewish faith. Now the Jews did not hesitate
ta work upon them women teo influence their husbands asainst the Christiens. We
et 5 definite example of thetin what ha pened to Yaul and his company in
Antioch of fisidia. There it was throush Such women thet the Jews stirred
up sobion seaimt Paul (Bebs 13:50) Iwo of Nerols court fayouriisg. wer
Jewish proselites. “here was Aliturus, his favourite 5oLor: 6ma Lhor6 Wos
Torpaes, his mistress. [t is very likely that the Jews throvgh them
influenced Mero to take action ecainst the Christisns,

In any event, the bleme for the fire was attached to theChristisns, and a
savape outbreak of persecution blezed up. Nor was it simply porseccution by
lesal mians, ¥hat Tacitus cellied sn_gpeens multitudo, a huge multitude of
Christisns, perished, and perished in the most ssdietic ways. Nero rolled

the Christisns in pibeh, and then set light bo them, while they were still
alive, snd used them es living torches of flame to light his gardens. He
sewed them up in theskins of wild sninals, snd ihen set his huntinp_dogs upon
them, to tear them limb from limb, while they still lived.

Tocitus writes:

fockery of every sort wes added to their desths. Boversd

with the skins of bessts, they w.re tornm by dogs and

perished, or were nalled %o crosses, or were doomed to the
flames ond burned, to serve as a nightly illumination, when
daylight expired. Nero offered his gerdens for the spsctacle,
ard was exhibiting a show in the circus, while he mingled with
the people in the dress of a chariobeer, or stood zloft on

a car. Hence, even for criminals who deserve extreme and exenplary
punishment, there arcse a feeling of compassion; Ffor, it was
not, 8s it seemed, for the public good, but to glut one man's
cruelty that they were being destroved. Annals 15:00)

3. Ihis ¥ave Of Persecution_of Christians Spread From Rome To The Provinces
e e e SR SR e R —
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Molfett mrites:

After the Neromic wave had passed over the capitel, the

wash of it was felt on ths far shores of ths provinces:

the drametic publicity of the punishment must have spread

the name Christdan urlid st orbi, far and wide, over the

entire empire; the provincials would scon hezr of it, and

when they desired a similar outburst at the expense of the

loyel Christisns, 21l thet they needed wes a proconsul to gratify
their wishes, and some cubtstending disciple to serve as a

victim.

A« Fopever altor the Christisns were to live under threats The mobs
of the Reman cities lmew whet hed heppened in Rome. There were always
thuse slanderous storivs arpainst the Christisns. There were times when
the mob loved blcod, and revslled in & lynching. There were governors
who were ready to pander to themob by gratifying their outbresks of
blood-lust. It wes not Roman law but lyneh law which threatened the
Christians.

B. From now on the Christisn was in peril of his life, For years nothing
might happen; then some spack might set off the explosion; the terror
would treak out. That s the situstion =f the baclk of Tirst Peter

T Barclay, Ibid,pps L7hfF

PLLCT OF WRITING Babylon

1. Ihere arg fhree posgible intreprete

L1 ns of this logation:

A» The historlc Babylon in Mesopotemis, where there was & Jewish settlement
until much later in the Christisn era, and where Fetsr could well heve
founded a church;

R. "\ Lown an Eg."ypx; and

Co dwmystic meme. for foge, by which Christiens applied to it 2ll the evil
commotations thot had been historicszily associated with the Babylon on
the Euphrates, and by which they could vent their feelings without being
detected.

{1) Soveral fects lend support to theides thet "Babylon™ meant Home.
John Mark, who was with Feter at the writing of the epistle, wes
in Rome st thotime Bf Paul's imprisopment (Col.l:1d)

fWill adduce various arguments in Chapber 5:




