CHRIST HAS ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN

INTRODUCTION:

1. John 1:14: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth.”

2. When You Think of Jesus. What Images Come to Your Mind?

A

B.

G.

H.

The Babe in the Manger at Bethlehem?
Walking the Dusty Road of Galilee?

Hanging on a Wooden Cross outside the Walls?
The Resurrected Christ?

Sitting-Standing on the Right Hand of God?

As our High Priest?

As the Greatest Prophet?

As our Coming Judge?

I THE INCARNATE SON OF GOD HAD TO RETURN HOME.

1. This Father-Sent Mission Was Not Finished Until He Returned

Home.

2. He Has Ascended Back Into Heaven:

A

1 Timothy 3:16: “And without controversy great is the
mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the
Gentiles, believed on in the world, RECEIVED TP IN

Acts 7:55-56: “But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at
the right hand of God, and said, ‘Look! I see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God.””

Acts 1:9-11: “Now when He had spoken these things, while
thev watched. He was faken up, and a cloud received Him



out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward
heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them 1in
white apparel, who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you
stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was
taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner
as you saw Him go into heaven.”” (See Luke 24:50-53);
(also see Mark 16:19-20).

D. 1 Peter 3:22: Speaking of Christ, Peter writes, “who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and
authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.”

E.  Eph.4:8-: “Therefore He says: ‘When He ascended on high,
He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men.” (Now this,
‘He ascended’ -- what does it mean but that He also first
descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who
descended is also the One who ascended far above all the
heavens, that He might fill all things.)

F. Hebrews 1:3: “Who being the brightness of His glory and
the express image of His person, and upholding all things by
the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our
sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”
(1)  Our Lord Came to Earth to Die for Our Sins.

(2) To Show Us What God Was Like.
(3) To Destroy the Power of the Devil.

(4) To Make It Possible for Us to Live in Heaven with
Him.

II. THESCRIPTURES TEACHTHAT OUR LORD IS EXALTED IN

HEAVEN.

1.

Daniel 7:13-14: “I was watching in the night visions, and behold,
One like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! He
came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him near before
Him. Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away.
And His kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed.” '

Psalm 24:7-10: “Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up,
you everlasting doors? And the King of glory shall come in. Who
is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord
mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O you gates! And lift them
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up, you everlasting doors! And the King of glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of

glory.”

Philippians 2:5-11: “Let this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it
robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation,
taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men.
And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the
name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of
those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

Acts 5:31: “Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and
Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.”

Acts 2:32:33: “This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all
witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and
having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He
poured out this which you now see and hear.”

Colossians 1:13-18: “He (Christ) has delivered us from the power
of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His
love, in whom we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation. For by Him all things were created that
are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were
created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and
in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all
things He may have the preeminence.”

Colossians 3:1-2: “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of
God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.”

Matt. 26:64: “Jesus said to him, ‘It is as you said. Nevertheless,
1 say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the
right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.””

Eph. 1:19-23: “And what is the exceeding greatness of His power
toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty
power which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the
dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far
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above all principality and power and might and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that
which is to come. And He put all things under His feet, and gave
Him to be head over all things to the church, which is His body, the
fullness of Him who fills all in all.”

Revelation 1:5: “And from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth.

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own
blood.”

Revelation 17:14: “These will make war with the Lamb, and the
Lamb will overcome them, for He is F.ord of lords and King of
kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and
faithful.”

Revelation 19: 11-16: “Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a
white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like
a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a
name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed
with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of
God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out-of His mouth goes
a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He
Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He
has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF
KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

OUR_LORD NOW OCCUPIES THE PLACE OF OUR

INTERCESSOR WITH ALMIGHTY GOD.

L.

2.

Not Only is He Our King - He is Also Our High Priest in Heaven.

Hebrews 7:25: “Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost
those who come to God through Him, since He ever lives to make
intercession for them.”

Hebrews 9:24: “For Christ has not entered the holy places made
with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God for us.”

Hebrews 10:19-20: “Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter
the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which
He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh.”
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1 Peter 2:4-5, 9; “Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected
indeed by men, but chosen by God and precious, you also, as living
stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
... But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, His own special people, that youmay proclaim the praises
of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.”

Romans 8:27. 34: “Now He who searches the hearts knows what
the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the
saints according to the will of God. ... Who is he who condemns?
It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at
the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.”

Hebrews 4:14-16: “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest
who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest who
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly
to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to
help in time of need.”




